Vaccines and passive immunological approaches for the control of fertility and hormone-dependent cancers.
Reviewed here is the development of a vaccine against the human chorionic gonadotropin that prevents pregnancy in sexually active women without impairment of ovulation or derangement of menstrual regularity. Also reviewed are the vaccines inducing antibodies against the luteinizing hormone-releasing hormone, which have immunotherapeutic potential in prostatic hypertrophy and other sex hormone-dependent male and female cancers. The adoption of passive immunization using humanized recombinant antihormone antibodies is advocated for assured efficacy and safe, prompt therapeutic action.